Trimethoprim: clinical use and pharmacokinetics.
The recent marketing of trimethoprim (TMP) as a single drug has resulted in interest in the use of this drug to treat common infections. The history and antibacterial properties of TMP are reviewed. Indications for the clinical use of TMP are presented, and possible new uses for the drug are considered. The significance of adverse effects is discussed. The pharmacokinetic properties of TMP are reviewed with particular emphasis on the renal handling of the drug and its advantages over TMP/sulfonamide combinations in relation to renal function and toxicity.